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for surreptitious exits was no less pressing than formerly, he made for himself a " Jacob's ladder " of rope, and thus provided let himself down with even less risk than before. Unfortunately, on March 18, 1815, when he returned from the play, the sight of the lay figure which he had left to personate him in bed, lying in confusion on the floor, proved that his escapade had been discovered. On the following day a letter from his father informed him that his school-days had come to an end. He was expelled. He was then still wanting three months to complete his sixteenth year.
His father decided that a military career was the one best suited to so high-spirited a youth, and thus it came to pass that a month or two later he received an official communication " On His Majesty's Service," ordering him forthwith to proceed to Flanders to join the third battalion of the I4th Foot, commanded by Lieut-Colonel Tidy.
Fourteen of the officers and three hundred of the men of this regiment were under twenty years of age, and they looked so young that, when drawn up in the Square at Brussels to be inspected by an old General of the name of Mackenzie, he no sooner set eyes on the corps than he called out: " Well! I never saw such a set of boys! " But seeing Tidy's annoyance at the expression, he hastily corrected himself, saying : " So fine a set of boys, both officers and men 1 " All the same, he could not reconcile it with his conscience to send such a lot of striplings on active service, and he ordered the Colonel to join a brigade about to proceed to garrison Antwerp, Tidy, however, wouldn't have it; he entreated Lord Hill, who was passing, to save so fine a regiment " from16                   'INDISCRETIONS'
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